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Rancho Sierra Vista Loop Trail
8 miles RT; 1000’ gain -
Acre by acre, the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area

is slowly expanding. One new park, Rancho Sierra Vista/ Satiwa, on the
northern boundary of Point Mugu State Park, was purchased by the

sion by following the trail leftward. You'll soon intersect a creek, which
can be followed a short distance to the waterfall Woodwardia ferns

;thrive in the cool moist canyon. A series of a half dozen tiny falls cascade’

“from pool to pool.
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# the bugs aren biting, this area around the cabin makes a nice lunch stop.-

You'l notice a trail that leads up to Boney Mountain, but this day hike
continues another mile on the road that brought you here. You'll inter-
sect a steep one mile connector trail branching right and take it a mile
back to the paved park service road, which returns you to the trailhead.
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National Park Service in 1980. Twenty miles of trail wind through the B L e N 3
park, connecting with about 70 miles of trails in Point Mugu State Park. 'l VL o
You can trek from Rancho Sierra Vista to the ocean. i o ,N‘;}/"‘ ﬁ\
This day hike, which explores, both state and national parkland, offers gk LS - N
a variety of scenery—a Santa Monica Mountains sampler—including -\"-.:o-----..,“_..--.. ,-_w"}'/
chaparral-covered slopes, oak woodland, a waterfall and giant wood- T or, . ,' ! /_
wardia ferns. . - - e 3 '_ @ s . ;-‘ ﬂ. ‘. :
The name of the park, Rancho Sierra Vista/Satiwa, reflects its history ‘\\ \:, ﬁ..-"’-f_ A S | @ 0 Cuvinsie )
as a 1940s horse ranch and as the longtime tnibal Jand of the Chumash. L % ‘z’o:. s .---)'-.- ’:.‘_,.. o ;
Parkland has-been designated as the Satiwa Native American Indian AN \ K )
Natural Area. A short walk from the parking lot is the Native American \b < B | g
Indian Cultural Center, which has exhibits of Chumash, Gabrielino and o _",.'.' o _ )
- Hopi crafts and culture; it’s open Sundays from 10t0 4. el ] }
Directions to trailhead: From the Ventura Freeway (U.S." 101) in e :
Newbury Park, exit on Wendy Drive. Head south for 4 miles, then turn oS s A
. ) 5 . : % N ) :
. ~m:‘;;(;t:fr§ Road for 2 miles. Follow the signs to the park’s parking After ehjoying the falls, return to Old Boney Road and continue your
i 5 g ) ascent. On a clear day, the upper reaches of the road offer views of the
mﬂ'l'he Hike: From the parking lot, begin hiking on the dirt road. In a wide Pacific and Channel Islands. The road forks and you'll continue
e you reach an overlook perched above upper Sycamore Canyon. straight ahead ‘
T - - - . 5 - o
ﬁmi:’ hcadmi;ﬁ ::::’ on the Fence Trail, which true to its name A little farther along, you'll spot a stone chimney standing amongst
: barbed ¥ e . some oaks. The cabin that once stood here was used by ranch hands
; yo"l;hc trail e %Ii Bortn;y :{oad'f‘;?:h youll i)fltl:rwdio th;‘;n%h t“;az when cattle and sheep grazed the high country. When a 1956 fire burned
v mg K, thcts:mdmg ngen;&ps;ks ancinygg;orcs o from the valley side of the mountains to the ocean, the cabip was de-
% Imd lcads e . tr B N . - - ] .
When you reach the first switchback to the right, enjoy a brief diver- stroyed. Near the cabin, a year-around spring offers d g water. If a
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