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OTP Hike #232

128 T'RAILS OF THFE ANGELES

Angeles Cgest Wighway via Shortcut Canyon to West
Fork Cam nd

6 miles round (rip; 1800 elevation loss and gain
Classification: Moderate

Season: All year Lecho Torrés

Topo maps: Chilao Flat, Mt. Wilson

June 151 gy

FEATURES

Years ago, hefore the Angeles Crest Highway was a
reality, Shortcut Canyon felt the trod of many boots and
hooves. Its busy trail, built in 1893 by Louie Newcomb,
Arthur Carter and John Hartwell, was the major route
into the Charlton Flat-Chilao-Buckhorn backcountry. The
canyon and trail were so named because they greatly cut
the distance into the mountain interior. 'T'he old route was
the steep Indian footpath up Valley Forge Canyon and
over Barley Flats, now complelely disappeared. Today,
although the old Shortcut pathway is no longer a major
artery of travel, it is part of the Boy Scouts’ Silver
Moccasin Hike across the range from Red Box to Mt.
Baden-Powell (see Appendix I). IFor this reason, the trail
is well-traveled.

This trip now runs from the top down because, as of
this writing, the West IFork road from Red Box to West
FFork Campground is closed to public aulos. Another
change is that the historic West FFork Ranger Station,
built in 1900 and second-oldest in the nation, has been
moved to the Chilao Visitor Center. Still, this is a very
pleasant hike. Shortcut Canyon is a woodsy delight, and
the West Fork retains its charm of yesteryear, You will get
the feel of the old San Gabrieis when bandits, hunters,
anglers and prospectors rambled into the then-wild heart
of the range. '

DESCRIPTION

Drive up the Angeles Crest Highway to Shortcut
Saddle, 19 miles {rom La Canada and % mile east of the
marked Shortcut 'icnic Area. Park in the clearing on the
left (north) side of the highway.

& i le Marker 4%30
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take the marked Shortcut Canyon
Trail, which leads south. After several short swn,chba;:‘k.s
you reach a fire road; turn right (west) {md‘follow I‘hc ucl
road about 200 yards, to where you again pick up L.u:il.l ai
leading down to your left. You drop st,eeply} (.:)WI:
chaparral-coated slopes into the East Fork of S 101ﬂ.cu:
Canyon. Your path now descends Lhe’ shady cimyi(on OO:,
and passes the junction of Shortcut's West For .lns yo
cross and recross the trickling creek. After ‘3 mi cs] ){/0%1
reach the broad West Fork of the San Gflbl‘l‘el. BOlfl ](lel-
hop across the creek (can be dangerous in times ol high
water) and reach West Fork Campg{ound, loc?l,eci lO}I‘I a
forested bench south of the stream. The campground has
s and toilets. .
Stovlfrs(;l:]all)ll:re you have several options.. One mn!e dowq
the West Fork is DeVore Trail Camp (Trip 51). Wltll as;n;
shuttle you can ascend the Rattlesnake"f‘}'all (\o { t.
Wilson (Trip 50), or proceed up the Gabrielino Trai }o
Red Box (Trip 47). Or simply relax.a few hours alon{% L\eL
sylvan-canopied creek before heading back up Shortcu

Canyon to your car.

From the saddle,

West Fork Ranger Stalion, second oldest in nation, built 1900
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