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ﬂ%llo‘iving a Gold Path

Through Trail Canyon

By JOHN McKINNEY *+ * '

Trail Canyon Trail isn’t quite as
redundant as it sounds, The “Trail”..
in Trail Canyon refers_not to a
footpathiBut ta'the- “trail” left byF
tiny flaked of ‘gold found in; the
gravel of the canyon’s, creek b
Turn-of-theicentury placer min-
ers worked the creek, but the trall
didn’t lead to any riches. & i

The real weajth of Trall Canyon

is in its scenery: steep canyon walls
_ that date from'the 1920§fhna”308

ihat conceal a bubbling creek and
surprising waterfall: During’ dry
months and drought years, the
creek is still, but swollen by rain
and runoff it becomes a lively, even
raging watercourse. Because the
path' to the falls and trail camp
crosses the creek numerous times,
hikers should be’ careful of the
occasional high water.: * * "*': -
‘While not completely back to jtg"
former verdant splendor, Trail:
Canyon has recovered nicely from ;.
the 1975 Big Santa Anita Fire that s
blackened this part of the forest..:.-...
.. Beyond the falls, the trail leads:,
t.o shady Tom Lucas Trail Camp,
named for a grizzly bear hunter
and one of the first forest rangers
in that forerunner of the Angeles
National Forest, the San Gabrlel
Timberland Reserve. .. .~ = --4-
Directions to trail head: F‘rom
the Foothill Freeway (210) in
Sunland, exit on Sunland Boule-
vard. Head east on Sunland, which

‘a quarter-mlle,_ then or A"
“'scend a quarter-mile tB the’
_an oak-shaded parking area.” ¢}

ws_gon merges with Foothill Boule-,
AvE+ tufn north (left) and drive to.
its_end att he “T_.at Big Tgqjunga.

Canyon Road. Turn, right and pro-
ceed five imiles g3 dxrt roadt the

The hike: The trail; a_closed ﬁre,
road, passes some ﬁnvate cabins

road

and arrives at the’ creek f)

.ends and the footpat “Begins

three-quarters of a mlle from the
trail head, at a creek’crossing.
Trail , Canyon Trail heads up-

_creek in the shade of sytamores,

oak and alder. After half 4 mile, the
path switchbacks up the canyon’s
,. chaparral-covered west wall After
-a couple "of bends in the trail, look
for Trail Canyon Falls below.

.. The_side trai} to the falls is a .

preclpltous pathj.made by use, not
design; proceed at.your own risk.
" An alternative route to the falls is

. to simply bushwhack up Trail Can-
_yon from the pomt ‘back where the
_trail leaves the canyon. The latter
“route is

safer,. except at times of
high water.”™" -

Past the side trail to the falls,
Trail Canyon Trail drops back into
the canyon, crossing and recross-
ing the creek for 2%% miles to Tom

~ Lucas Trail Camp. This oak- and
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alder shaded camp i perched on
thé edge of a meadow watered by
the headwaters of Trail Canyon
Creek. The meadowland is known
as Big Cienega. ,
| Energetic hikers will savor a
late-afternoon or early morning
assault on 5,440-foot Condor Peak.
Ascend Trail Canyon Trail for a
long, steep mile to a firebreak, then
.climb another long, steep mile toa
point just below the peak. Clamber
a hundred yards over fractured
granite to the summit. Rewarding
the peak-bagger are views of the
San Fernando Valley, Santa Moni-
ca Bay and Catalina Island.

POISON OAK IS AVAILABLE AND YOU CAN GO WADING IN THE CREEKT



