
HUGHES 

AVOID VERBAL ORDERS 

TO: COOKIE MUNCHERS & OTHERS 
ORG: Out-To-Pasture Hiking & Dphating society 

DATE: 30 JUNE 1993 
REF. MONTH I s END

SUBJECT: INSTRUCTIONS & DIRECTIONS TO TRAIL CANYON fr.OM: D.B. LILLBACK 
ORG. Trailmaster TRAIL TRAILHEAD, FALLS & ELSEWHERE 

Equipment: Hiking Boots, Water & Hiking staff
and maybe INSECT REPELLANT 
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Following a{i01(l Patb 
Through, Trail.€�!1YPll 
By JOHN McKINfllEY:1'· ,. · ... ,, '.: soon"inerges with Foothill Boule• 

. �yard: Continue to ORA VISTA· 
. Trail �an.y?-Q,'.J.'rail isn't .. quite as .A VE'� turn.northJleft) .and-.dtiYe� tQ .. i 
�edund�nt. �.It �punds, T�e/'Trail.':.. its end att he.l'T:'...at .Big Tujunga. 
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gray�l pf- Qi,! 'tlnY.<>,� s, c!1;e� p� . f<Jr �rail/?ny<:>.nt,;t'h..e foac!�- en� · 
Tl.µJl-of::J4.�:-.ce�tury placer _mm-.. a quarter-mile 1.then for .:m_.:- ...,...;;;;�ilr'T'"....i..;,_-l
e� worked t'lie"creek, but the trati,- 'scend'a'quarterTitiile IB''ffie"" �,fr tci . 
didn'! J,ea(j � �y riches. .. /.t �t· •-· · . an oak-shaded parking afea.'!'.. · ·'. '! 
. �� r�.al.�!?�lA of Trail _Canyon . . The hike: The trail�. closed fir� 
lS in its Scenery� steep canyon walls . road, passes some·' gnv�te cabins·
that �o_n�r�.!1- bubbling cr��k ·and ·, that. da�e from 

.
. ''th,f19��n

.
';J.:'30s;

surpnsmg . waterfall; Dunng, dry and amves at .the creek�1Tli,troad
month� a�d drought yecll'.S,. t�e ·. ·. ends and the · f�o.tp�th•'t)%gins
creek 1S st�ll •• b\it_,swoll�n bi ram thr�e�quarters of t�f from the
and_ runoff.it becomes a hvely, eve� trad head, at a creeltc;:r9.$sing. · 
ragi�g watercours� .. Beca�e the · Trail, Canyon .Trail . J:ieaqs up­
path to the falls and tratl camp creek in the shade 'of · sl:;camores ·
c:osses the creek !}Umerous times, · oak and alder: Affor·h�lf a mhe, th�
hike� s�ould .. be _care!ul of the path switchbacks up the canyon's
occasional high water.'·,· ·' ·_-.:.': ·. chaparral-covered wesiwali. After 

While not completely back to its·· t . a· couple' of benruHn· the· trail, look 
former verdant splendor, TraU: - for Trail Canyon Falls below. ·. 
C�myon h� _ _rec9v:�r�d _nife�y_fro��f .. ,1':i�- s.id� _trai' to _the. (al.I$ is a .. ,
the 1975 Big_Santa Aruta Fire t�at-�, precipitous path1.made by use, not 
blackened this part of the forest..:�:�.�- design; proceed at.your own risk.
• .._. Beyond the falls, the trail leads�

,. 
- An alternative route, to the falls is 

tQ shady :rom �ucas ·. T�aH Camp� .. :; � simplr buslfwhil¢kup,rrail Can­
named for a grizzly bear hunter .. yon from the point; back ·where the
�nd one of the first forest ranger� .: trair l�aves t�t c�riyon. The latter 
m that forerunner of the Angeles route . 1S safer;, except at times of 
National Forest, the San Gabriel high water.--�\>···· 
Timberland Reserve ... , · , .. -:;· Past the side trail to the falls, 

Directions to trail head: From Trail Canyon Trail drops back into 
the Foothill Freeway (210) in the canyon, crossing and recross-
Sunland, exit. on Sunland Boule- ing the creek for 2½ miles to Tom
vard. Head east on Sunland, which . Lucas Trail Camp. This oak- and

POISON OAK rs AVAILABLE AND.YOU CAN GO WADING IN

,;illd;?s�aa�. ;�1/fs'° pe�ched ()�
!he edge of.� meadow watered by
the headwaters of Trail Canyon
Creek. The meadowland is known
as Big Cienega. . . . : ' 

Energetic hikers will savor a
late-afternoon or early morning
assault on 5,440-foot Condor Peak.
Ascend Tr.ail Canyon Trail· for a
long, steep mile to a firebreak, then

.. climb another long, steep mile to a
point just below thepeak. Clamber
a hundred yards over fractured
granite to the summit. Rewarding
the peak-bagger are views of the
San Fernando Valley, Santa Moni­
ca Bay and Catalina Island 

THE"-·CREEK ! 
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