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Before Ronald Reagan purchased what vvus to become the most well-
known ranch in the world-—Rancho del Cieliin the Sints ¥ nez Mountaing
above Santa Barbara—he owned anothor wnia Monica
Mountains. Reagan’s Ranch, now part oo . o wreck State Park, is a
delight for hikers, who can enjoy the ranch’s rolling meadowland and
grand old oaks, and even prohe the orieiw of the former president’s
conservative political philosophy

During the 1950s when Reacan hosted TV "Treat Valley Days” he
desired a more nual retreat than hes home st Dol ades e hoiedit
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Reagan’s Ranch boosted his politice! carer i another wav: it was the
locale of many a barbecue and gathernine atrerded by the well-heeled
politicos who would support his gubernate al comparen. When Reasan
was elected governor in 1966, he moved to ! acramento_and sold ug ranch
to a movie company. Today the ranch males up the northwest corner of
Malibu Creek State Park. When the propety was acqnired, the Reagan
ranch house was in such grim condition th it 1t had to he destroved. The
Reagan barn still stands and 15 now used 1 offices-and storage by state
park empiovees.

Trails loop through the Reacan Ranch and connecr with the main part
of the sinte park. CGne path, winch I've dofsed Reagan Ranch Trail, uses
a corabination of tratls—Yearling, Deer oo Lookout, Cras’s Road and
Cage Canvon—to explore Reagan countiy and the heart of the park.

Winter, after rains put a little green intly orassv mendows, and spring,
when lupine, latkspur and poppies pop ont [T over, are the best seasons for
a visit.
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- .{ The Hike: Walk into the park on Yearling Road.”
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soon brings you {0 an uns aned intersection with Deer Leg Trail. Here you
bear ieft and begin traveling under acanopy of 0aKs. You’ll get occasional

glimpses of the rolling orassland of the Reagan Ranch below,



