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, . \;.wfriter solstice; ,iow is a'good 'time '{�antfarchi�urifpu'blicatfons/Tiie''1: ' f},,. ------· -- ... ··-- · ·· - · ----- - . i ·io visit'Solsiice·Canyo1fPark iri the 'fri�liouse'.1rico , .. _ .. ra.. ) ... , 
.
.. ,. '.';:Can��1., :---l--=-t ___ l 1 .. Q._ .. _

.. ;> Santa Monica Mountains..'The" 
. 

J
i
'·�� on's�Tt 

�- ., 
'lreei'' · · '. . . . ' ' .. ,._ .. . par ·f# .. Y.� ., I �,..:c ... -.:,. .. � .. - .. """t .... ·-If:'. . . .. ·. is enjoyable year'-=rountf. but winter ··�iinto its un ' d�.. ,o<;:ur,: . --· ·-- .. --

.. is a particuiariffine time eo·ramhle'· "-'.,, L·-�f;ti',iWt;W,;ff�t:'•.,:i.'1 ·-'.:.: :'::·.-� 
thr h th ··· ·· ··. ..·,·-'"l'flomeBullHn1865' ::.·-�•.,,.:� ···-oug E: qwet canyon. From .;,-�.��;,.1,_.,-,��t"'·��·r, ,. C • ·::f., -;._
the park's upper �opes, you might �.,,-::i-4:nolh.er.;���ols�i�� J�a:r;iyon . 

. even sight gray '!hales migrating ho�se��he_.- .�Mathew_ ; l{eller 
.

c 

past Point Dunie. ·;_> -:o,!; -ii , ;,: ,':House.!.. was built in "'186.5 and i.!; 
,: ,,:southern �alifornian�- �fio�·t ... 'said_ �t.-� '�e.:J;1a� �:J?o,use i:IJ

. �end mud�_ time· pond�g the ;
,.
Malib� pe�haps, m the �� �Cln� -

· wmter solstice, ·that · time in the · ca Mountains. When restoration IE J
,Northern: aeroiM>here· :when we ,·. 'completed, the �ouse _will become a 

'' have our shortest day, our longest museum and visitor ·center� -�/�- ' .. :'.' ..
· · night. After all, the days aren'.t that . . . 'Another. Solstice Canyon struc-

shcirt at least'ui' ' ., ·- . - ·:·· .. :·:.->·� ,:,�-�'/tuieof noteis�ieal- ' .. ' . - , . --.. · . . ' . :,.;;· - .; '· • :.. - . . . . ., 

comparison to Hel- . , 
· Iy a strange one. It 

sinki, for example, resembles a kind of 
whose poor, sun-1 Solstice Canyon Trai.l futuristic . farm 
starved residents house with a silc 
spend all but a few · Siz-mile loop through attached and defies
hours of December Solstice Canyon Park; GOO- architectural cate-
days in the dark. foot elevation gain. gorization. Bau-

: Solstice, to mod-.. __________ __. haus, maybe. Or 
ern city dwellers, . perhaps Grain Ele-

. may seem to be no'thing'more than vator Modern. From 1961 to 1973, 
a scientific abstraction""""the time Space Tech Labs, a subsidiary of 
when the sun is farthest south of TRW, used the building to conduct 
the Equator: . . tests to determine the magnetic 

To some of the earliest residents sensitivity of satellite instrumenta-
of Southern California, the Chu- tion. The TRW buildings are now 
mash, however, the winter solstice headquarters for the Santa·Monica , 
was a very important occasion. It · Mountains Conservancy. 
was a time when the cosmic bal- . Several trails explore Solstice 
ance wa$ very delicate. The dis- Canyon. TRW Trail leads to the 

·: covery of summer-' and winter- canyon bottom, where· the hiker 
:Sblstice observation caves and rock .can pick up Old _Solstice. Road 
. art sites have convinced anthropol- ( closed to vehicular traffic)_ and 
pgists that the Chumash possessed saunter �o�gh the canyon

,-
Sosto­

a system of astronomy that had mo Trail climbs the park s east-
practical application. · 

· and south-facing ridges and of!ers 
· · · · · fine coastal views. · · · · · · 
Park Opened on Solstice .· · Florence Roberts, ·with simple 

· Solstice Canyon Park opened on · meter but heartfelt sentiment, ex-
. the summer aolstice, 1988. The pressed h,er feelings about Solstice 
Santa Monica· Mountains Conser- . Canyon in a poem. She etched her 
vancy purehased ilie land from the . rocking-horse rhyme. on a rock 
Roberts family. The new park is 

· stair near her house: · · · · 

administered by the Mountains ·· .. ,Leave behind you�· worrie� ·and I 

. Conservancy Foundation, the op- cares, . _ 
erations arm of the Conservancy. And climb with us these 13 stairs .

. The foundation has.been work.: Ou.rbubbZingbrook,ourWPterfall,. 
ing hard � ·transform the former Here-were�andenjoyitau.. 

-

· 550-acre_ Roberts -.Ranch into a.·. Directions .to , the trail head:.
park .

. 
Ranch roads .are being coo-· : FromPacificCoast.Highway,about 

verted to foot trails._ Milk thistle, 17milesupcoastfromSantaMonica 
castor bean · and other assorted and 3½ miles upcoast from Malibu 
non-native plants are being elimi- Canyon Road, tum inland ori Corral · nated. Debris left behind by a 1982 Canyon Roaa At the first bend in
fi!e has been hauled away. . . . the road, you'll leaye the road and 

Destroyed in the fire was the proceed straight to the very small 
Roberts family home, an extraordi- Solstice Canyon parking lot. Park 

· nary ranch-style residence that here or in a safe manner along
-\ � � .I' • - ,� .. ..  "- t 
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JOHN SNYDER /-u. Angeles Times . - ' . . . · -.: - . ··. . 

Corral Canyon road. th� Robe�•:garde�
· 
·go��- wild. i l

The hike: Walk up the park road waterfall, fountain and an old dam . 
to a small house, which is head- are some of ·the· other .:special 
quarter� for another. �onservancy .. ·. features found. in . this

. 
paraclisiacal 

organization, .the .Mountains Con- · setting, known as Tropical Terrace.
servaricy Foundati_on. Near. the· ; ;/Just below Tropical 'l'errace � 
house, join the signed._T_RW Trail, . ·=·signed Sostomo Trail, which as-

.. which �witchbacks up toward the . ,cends a chaparral-cloaked · slope
_ , s�ge. new h�IIle of th�. �u,i .: ._. that still bears evidence of the 1982· __ Momca}do�ntams_ Cons.ervancy. \:�e. The trail dips in and ·out o(a. - Employ�s report �at: �hey �uch . ··stream �. begins ··climbing and_pre�er this spacey, ¥15i�e office to .. offers a 'great -view ·'of Solsticetheir former, J-,.r more strei;sful. · -:, , · · · .... · 

· down to� Los �geles: location .-, C�yo� a!} the wa! to the oc�an. ,+t 
1 

lstSqeetandBr�agway .. ;)- _ · .. ; a_JUOction, the �-sp��. �� ��
··:· T RW Trail cr:qss�sapa�� rci"aa, · .right fork. l�adm� -�-•. Sostom,o 

· ascends '!'ies� then drops south into 9"erlook, while you Jiea� Jeft �:­
Solstice. Canyon.� right on Old : ward Deer_V�ey. Th� trail.cross�

·- _Solstice Road. Iri a ·few minutes· · .an open slope, then tops a ndge for
_you'll pass the Mathew Keller· . a great view_ ()f J>oint Dun\e. The .

. Jfouse, and in a few.:more minutes; . �ail briefly joins a� road, ·th� i

Fern Grotto. The road travels uil-.. ·resumes as a path and descends a 
der the shade

.
of oa1c··ancI-sycamore : ! scrub-covered slope to the bottom 

to its end at uie.remains of the Old : of Solstice Canyon. A right turn on 
Roberts ranch house. Palms, agave, '/ Old Solstice Road_·. ieads past .. El

bamboo and bird of paradise and . Alisar Picnic Area and returns you 
many more tropical plants thrive in :to the trail head. 


